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Next Annual General Meeting of 2015 will take place at Yeditepe University in Istanbul on 
April 16, 17, 18 and there will be Bosporus and Golden Horn dinner cruise on April 18 and 
tours to Sultan Ahmet Square, Blue Mosque, Topkapı Palace, Hagia Sophia, the Basilica 
Cisterns, and the Grand Bazaar on April 19. 

Please follow news about the event through ELFA’s website: 
http://elfa-afde.eu/annual-general-meeting/agm-istanbul-2015/  

Consider this meeting as an excellent opportunity for meeting with other colleagues and 
legal professionals from other countries and following the latest devolepments in legal 
education.

For more information and further inquiries, contact details:
Yeditepe University Law Faculty
  Address: Yeditepe Üniversitesi Hukuk Fakültesi, İnönü Mah. Kayışdağı Cad.   
          26 Ağustos Yerleşimi 34755 Kadıköy / İSTANBUL / TURKEY
  Tel      : +90 216 578 00 00, Ext: 1705 / 1755 
  Fax      : +90 216 578 07 56
 
Congress Secretariat: Mustafa Okan Yağcı, LL.M.
  Room      : 545 (Yeditepe University Law Faculty)
  Tel             : +90 216 578 00 00, Ext: 3274
  E-mail     : okan.yagci@yeditepe.edu.tr  /  elfaistanbul2015@yeditepe.edu.tr
    

Registration will open on December 15th, 2015.
Date

April 16th (Thursday) Evening: Reception
9.00-13.00: Plenary Session

14.00-18.00: Panels
Evening: Official Dinner

9.00-13.00: Panels
16.00-21.30: Bosphorus Dinner Cruise

City Sightseeing Tour including Famous 
Historical Places

Detailed congress program will be provided in due course.

April 17th (Friday)

April 18th (Saturday)

April 19th (Sunday)

Schedule

Yeditepe University

ELFA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
İSTANBUL 2015



I. PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Dear Colleagues,

The European Law Faculties Association, which gathers a large number of law faculties in Europe 
under its roof, is now encouraging law faculties from other continents to join as an affiliate member, 
which will enrich the work of ELFA, contribute to our panels, seminars and conferences with their 
participation. Our long term relations with AALS (American Association of Law Schools) continue 
to expand with the participation of the Presidents in each other’s General Assemblies. SEALS 
(Southeastern Association of Law Schools) which also gathers a large number of US law schools 
under its roof is sponsoring a panel discussion dealing with “National Security and Surveillance: 
Snowden Affair” in our Istanbul meeting. The Chinese Association of Law Faculties has already 
indicated its interest in joining the activities of ELFA.

In fact we will have a distinguished Dean from a Chinese Law Faculty who will present a paper 
entitled: “Experiments with Legal Education in China: One Step Ahead of the EU and US?” Professor 
Philip McConnaughay who is the Dean of Peking University School of Transnational Law and also 
Vice Chancellor of Peking University, Shenzhen Graduate Campus, previously served as the Dean of 
Penn State School of Law and Penn State School of International Affairs, will explain to us why the 
Chinese are ahead of EU and US.

Indeed, the ELFA meeting in Istanbul will be an excellent opportunity for meeting fellow deans, 
law professors, judges and members of other legal professions from other countries. While during 
the plenary sessions, issues concerning legal education are discussed and presentations by leading 
authorities are made, a number of other panels are also planned.

President and judges of the General Court of the European Court of Justice have accepted to speak 
in the following issues:
 • Mark Jaeger (President of the General Court of the European Court of Justice): Judicial 
system of the European Union
 • Irena Wiszniewska-Białecka (Judge at the General Court of the European Court of Justice): 
Trademarks in the case-law of the ECJ
 • Savvas Papasavvas (Judge at the General Court of the European Court of Justice): EU law in 
law studies
 • Viktor Kreuschitz (Judge at the General Court of the European Court of Justice): Actualities 
of competition case-law of the ECJ. Also, Prof. Dr. Vilenas Vadapalas, former judge of the ECJ and 
faculty member of Yeditepe University Law School - Department of EU and Competition Law, has 
accepted to make a speech about “Legal Education in Europe“.

We plan a meeting to be chaired by our former President Prof. Dr. Manuel Bermejo, Dean of the Law 
Faculty of Juan Carlos III University, Madrid entitled: “Law School Entrance Requirements: What They 
Do and What They Need to Know”.
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Negotiations between EU and the United States over a new Treaty on Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership (TTIP) will cover, among others, services. Vice President Prof. Dr. Laurence 
Gormley of the University of Groningen will chair a meeting on this important development on 
the theme: “Challenges for Lawyers with the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership Treaty: 
What is for Legal Profession?”

Professor Dr. Vera Kalvodova of Masaryk University, Brno will chair an important meeting entitled: 
“European Criminal Law, Recent Experiences and Next 10 years”.

We also expect high level representation from UNCITRAL (the United Nations Center for International 
Trade Law) giving information concerning the recent work of this important organization.

In addition to the above we also plan to discuss the following issues:
	 •	The	Present	and	the	Future	of	Online	Education,
	 •	International	Double	Degrees,
	 •	International	Double	Degrees	and	Professional	Market,
	 •	Public	and	Private	Law	Limits	and	Connections.

We also want to start a number of panels on different topics: Comparative Constitutional Law, 
Comparative Business Law, International Business Transactions and Arbitration to mention just a 
few. If you have proposals for presenting a paper, please let us know the topic so that we may 
schedule a session on that subject. 

Professor Patrick Hugg of Loyola University, New Orleans is also organizing a SEALS conference 
concerning the Cyprus just issue at the Eastern Mediterranean University in the Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus before the ELFA meeting.

Finally, please find enclosed ELFA membership form in the booklet, in case you would like to show 
your interest if you are not a member. 

Yours Faithfully,
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Prof. Dr. Halûk Kabaalioğlu, LL.M. (Columbia); LL.M. (Brussels)

President, European Law Faculties Association
Dean, Yeditepe University Faculty of Law, Jean Monnet Professor of EU Law

Vice President, Executive Board, İKV – Economic Development Foundation
_________
(*) The meetings will commence with a reception in the evening of Thursday, 16 April 2015. Plenary sessions will be 
held the next day, Friday 9-13.00 hours. Panels will be held in the afternoon between 14.00 to 18.00 hours and Saturday 
morning between 9.00 to 13.00. On Friday evening there will be an official dinner. On Saturday a Bosphorus Dinner 
Cruise is planned so that guests will be able to sail through this 19 miles international strait linking the Black Sea and 
Mediterranean through the Marmara and Aegean seas. 
The next day, Sunday, guests will have the opportunity to visit the historical sights of old Istanbul, including the Blue 
Mosque, Topkapı Palace, St. Sophia, the Basilica Cisterns, and the Grand Bazaar. This is the physical site of Justinian’s 
Great Palace, where the Corpus Juris Civilis was promulgated. Delegates who plan to leave Istanbul that evening will be 
invited to take their luggage and the bus will be stationed in a defined place so that after completing their tour, guests 
may pick up their luggage from the bus and depart for the Airport on their own depending on their return flights. Those 
who may wish to stay few more days in Istanbul may do so, as we will provide you all with hotel information. 
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  II. BOARD OF DIRECTORS
According to annual general assembly dated 3.20.2014, current board of directors of ELFA as follows:

Věra Kalvodová is Associate Profesor of criminal law. She has been working at the 
Faculty of Law, Masaryk University, Brno, Czech Republic since November 1990. At 
present she is the head of the criminal law department.  She works also as an advisor 
at the Supreme Court of the Czech Republic. The criminal law, both substantive and 
procedural is area of her expertise. She is interested in penology and comparative law, 
as well. She deals especially with the questions of criminal law sanctions, alternative  
punishments, imprisonment, life imprisonment and prison systems. Europenisation 
of criminal law and other legal systems are also the topic of her research interest. 
She was a member of research team in faculty research project European Contex of 
the Development of Czech Law after 2004 and several others research project (for 
example research project entitled Alternatives in Substantive and Procedural Criminal 

Law of Natural and Legal Persons, 2013). She published two books (Life imprisonment, Brno, Masaryk University, 1994; 
Position of Imprisonment in the System of Criminal Law Sanctions, Brno, Masaryk University, 2002),  some chapters 
in books, many articles in journals and papers in conference proceedings, both in Czech and English. She is also co-
author of several text books in the area of criminal law and penology.  She is a member of ICLN, Hague and member of 
the Board of Directors of ELFA.  She was a visiting teacher at Mykolo Romeri University,  Vilnius, Lithuania and passed 
also several academic stays abroad (for example National Advocacy Center, South Carolina, USA, 2004).    

Halûk Kabaalioğlu (Yeditepe University)
Haluk Kabaalioğlu completed his first law degree (LL.B.) at Istanbul University Faculty 
of Law. He is a member of Istanbul Bar since 1972. Kabaalioğlu received his first Master 
of Laws (LL.M.) degree from Columbia University School of Law. He was admitted to 
the School of International Affairs of Columbia University with an advanced standing. 
Later he spent a year at the University of Pennsylvania Law School’s Centre to Study 
Financial Institutions and Securities Markets. He was selected as a “Doctoral Scholar” 
by The Hague Academy of International Law and attended their summer courses 
regularly in 1970s. After receiving his second masters (LL.M.) degree from VUB Free 
University of Brussels, he worked at the European Commission in Brussels (DG XV 
Financial Institutions) and later at the Directorate of Legal Affairs of the Council of 

Europe as a trainee. Dr. Kabaalioğlu completed his Ph.D. in Istanbul University Faculty of Law and was Senior Fulbright 
Scholar at the University of Virginia School of Law during 1984/85 and Jean Monnet Fellow at the European University 
Institute in Florence during 1989/90 academic years. Professor Kabaalioğlu was the founder and the first Director of 
the European Community Institute of Marmara University (1987-1995). Later he served as the President of the Lefke 
European University in the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. He also served as the Secretary General of Istanbul 
Chamber of Industry for a period of four years. Before joining Yeditepe University, Kabaalioğlu taught at Marmara, 
Istanbul, Boğaziçi Universities, Naval Academy and lectured in more than sixty different universities abroad. For two 
years he taught in the International and Comparative Law master’s program summer sessions of University of Lapland 
in Finland. For the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) Professor Kabaalioğlu gave 
seminars in Baku, Azerbaijan on the model laws and conventions prepared by that body. 
Between 1998-2002 Professor Kabaalioğlu served at the Permanent Representation of Turkey to the European Union as 
expert counsellor. While in Brussels he taught part time at the Centre for International Relations and Strategic Studies. 
Since May 2002 Professor Kabaalioğlu is the Dean of the Faculty of Law of Yeditepe University. He is also President of 
the Turkish Universities Association in EC Studies TUNAECS. He also serves on the Board of Directors of IKV- Economic 
Development Foundation since 1992. Between 2007 and 2014 he also served as the President of the Foundation. Dr. 
Kabaalioğlu was chief adviser at the IKV and the Editor in chief of IKV Dergisi between 1980 and 1982. Dr. Kabaalioğlu 
is a member of the Board of Advisers of Banka ve Ekonomik Yorumlar and member of the editorial board of Russian 
Federation, Russian Law Academy. He is also the founder and publisher of Marmara Journal of European Studies. He 
published six books and more than hundred articles. He serves on ELFA Board of Directors since 2009. 

Laurence Gormley (University of Groningen)
Laurence Gormley is Professor of European Law and Jean Monnet Professor at the 
University of Groningen; he is at present First Vice-President of ELFA. Prior to taking up 
his Chair at Groningen in 1990, he worked for the European Commission in Brussels. He 
is a member of myriad Editorial Boards or Advisory Boards, including the European Law 
Review, the European Business Law Review, the European Journal of Consumer Law, 
the Journal de Droit Européen, The Irish Jurist, and the Public Procurement Law Review. 
With Prof. Jo Shaw (Edinburgh) he is Joint Editor of Cambridge Studies in European Law 
and Policy. He contributed to Vol. 52 of the 4th. Ed. of Halsbury´s Laws of England (1986), 
and edited and revised the 2nd & 3rd editions of Kapteyn & VerLoren van Themaat´s 
Introduction to the Law of the European Communities (1989 & 1998). Among his more 
recent works are EU Taxation Law (2005) and EU Law of  Free Movement of Goods and 

Customs Law (2009), and he edited (with Prof. Niamh Nic Shuibhne from Edinburgh) From Single Market to Economic 
Union Essays in Memory of John A Usher(2012), (all three with Oxford University Press). He has also published widely 
in periodical literature.  He chaired the Assessment Committee for Advanced Master’s courses in Law at the Flemish 
Universities 2006-2007.  From 1995-2005 he was Chairman of the Dutch Association for Procurement Law (of which he 
is now an Honorary Member and a member of the Advisory Council). He is a member of the European Law Institute 
and of the European Association of Tax Law Professors.

	  

Name-University and Background Position

President

First 
Vice-President

Treasurer and 
Vice-President

Věra Kalvodová (Masaryk University)
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Marek Grzybowski (University of Warsaw)
Since 1977 he has been employed in the Financial Law Department of the Faculty 
of Law and Administration of the Warsaw University, where he started work as an 
Assistant and got promoted to an Adjunct Professor of the University of Warsaw. 
In 2000–2005, Marek Grzybowski fulfilled the duties of the Deputy Director of 
the Institute for Legal and Administrative Sciences of the Faculty of Law and 
Administration. Since 2012 he has served as Deputy Dean for Financial Affairs of the 
Faculty of Law and Administration.
He is the author or co-author of many publications: monographs, a financial law 
course book, a commentary to the Act on the Bank Guarantee Fund, articles and 

other publications. He is the promoter of more than 100 M.A. theses. He was awarded a number of prizes by the 
Rector of the University of Warsaw. In 2005 he was awarded the Gold Cross of Merit for his contribution to the Polish 
banking system.
Marek Grzybowski is chiefly interested in the public bank law, and in particular regulatory and supervisory issues 
related to the financial market, deposit guarantee systems and public finance law.
In the years 1995–1999 he was a member of the Board of the Bank Guarantee Fund, and subsequently in the years 
1999–2003 he acted as the Chairman of the Board of the Bank Guarantee Fund. Since 1997 Marek Grzybowski has 
been the editor-in-chief of the monthly magazine “GLOSA” (which has been published since 2005 as a quarterly). 
In the years 1999–2007 he was a member of the editorial board of the quarterly “Safe Bank” and in the period 
1999–2003 he was the editor-in-chief of the said quarterly.

Michele Graziadei (University of Torino)
Michele Graziadei is professor of comparative law at the University of Torino, where is 
the head of the Doctoral School for the Social Sciences. His research concentrates on 
the methodology of comparative law, EU law, legal pluralism, legal anthropology, law 
and language, and on other theoretical problems relating to the comparison of laws. 
He has published widely in several languages, and is active in many international 
research projects concerning law and other social sciences.
Prof. Graziadei is titular member of the International Academy of Comparative 
Law, President of the Italian Society for Research on Comparative Law (SIRD: http://
www.sirdcomp.it/), President of the Italian Group of the Association Capitant, and a 

fellow of the European Centre on Tort and Insurance Law, Vienna. He has been a visiting professor at the Université 
Panthéon-Assas Paris II, Cornell University, Université de Luxembourg, Université Jean Moulin, Lyon III, Bar-Ilan 
University. He teaches at the Faculté internationale de droit comparé, Strasbourg.

Vice-President

Vice-President

Vice-President

Name-University and Background Position

Josep Maria De Dios Marcer (Autonomous University of Barcelona)
Josep Maria De Dios Marcer completed his first law degree in 1984 at Universitat 
Autònoma de Barcelona, Law School (UAB). After, he received his master’s degree 
in EC Law from the UAB. In 1992 he completed his Ph.D. with the subject of “the 
Extraterritorial Effects of Bankruptcy Decisions” at the UBA. Dr. Marcer is offering 
courses of Private International Law and EU Law in undergraduate and graduate 
level, as well as Ph.D. courses, at the following Universities: Autónoma de Barcelona, 
Girona, Carlos III of Madrid, Pontificia de Comillas, Ramón Llull and Rovira i Virgili, 
among others. He has also given several lectures on these matters in a number of 
professional organizations and institutions. Dr. Marcer is the member of several 

University commissions, of the University Senate and Governing Council, and representative of the University 
in various governmental and non-governmental institutions (Consell Català del Moviment Europeu; Consell 
de la Justícia de Catalunya; Institut d’Estudis Europeus; Institut d’Estudis Autonòmics, Comisión permanente de 
la conferencia de decanos de facultades de derecho españolas, etc.). Moreover, he is the representative of the 
Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona at the Iboroamerican Association of Schools of Law. Since 2008 Dr. Marcer is the 
dean of Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, Law School.
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  III. ABOUT ELFA

A. ELFA
The ELFA was founded in 1995 in Leuven by more than 80 faculties of law located in different 
universities across Europe. The organization now has more than 200 members from countries within 
the EU and beyond, it acts as an international forum for the discussion of many legal topics related 
to legal education.

B. Our Mission
The aim of ELFA’s activities is to coordinate process of reform of legal education in Europe, introducing 
new topics, promoting cooperation between universities in Europe and representing Law Faculties 
vis-à-vis European Institutions, National Education Institutions and Professional Lawyers and 
Prosecutors’ Associations.
Currently, the most important focus of ELFA’s activities is the reform of legal education in Europe. 
Through its website and the European Journal of Legal Education (EJLE), it provides information 
about the current state of legal education in Europe and an international forum for the discussion 
of the impact of the Sorbonne-Bologna Declaration on the study of law.
ELFA places particular emphasis on accreditation and quality assessment as a condition for the 
Europeanization of the study of law. ELFA is also active in developing new models for the use of 
information and communication technologies in legal education and provides information and 
support for its member faculties in this rapidly evolving area.
ELFA co-operates with other professional associations in the field of legal studies in order to further 
promote activities relating to legal education.
Pursuant to article 5 of Articles of Association of the ELFA, the objectives of the association are the 
following:
 (1) representation of faculties and schools of legal education and research and the promotion of 

their interests in the institutions of the European Union in all matters of culture and education in 
general and legal education and research in particular; 

 (2) representation of faculties of law and schools of legal education and research and the 
promotion of their interests in other European and international organizations in the field of 
legal education and research and in organizations of the legal profession and professions closely 
related to the legal professions; 

 (3) representation of faculties and schools of legal education and research and the promotion of 
their interests with organizations outside Europe; 

 (4) the promotion of teaching and research in law, where this cannot be adequately achieved at 
a national level.  

C
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  IV. LEGAL EDUCATION IN EUROPE

In recent years ELFA has paid a lot of attention to the reform of legal education resulting from the 
Sorbonne-Bologna Declaration.
The impact of the Declaration on legal studies was a topic at many of the ELFA conferences.
Moreover, ELFA has composed several documents in order to inform its members and to convey its 
position to the European Ministers for Education on the reform process:
 - Information note for ELFA members regarding the development of European higher education      
         and its possible impact on law studies in Europe;
 - Letter to EU-Commissioner of Education, Mrs. Reding, following the follow-up conference in   
          Prague May 2001
 - ELFA Board position paper concerning the Bologna-Declaration of 31 May 2002: English, French, 
         German
 - Report of the discussion on the ELFA Board position paper held during the Riga General  
          Assembly.
ELFA follows up the implementation of the Sorbonne-Bologna Declaration. It intends to, on a 
regular basis, collect information with regard to the implementation process of the Declaration in 
the member universities.
Furthermore, list of the latest resolutions of the ELFA regarding legal education as follow:

Meeting

Fribourg 2009

Madrid 2012 

Warsaw 2011 ELFA Resolution on “Governance, Autonomy and Finance of Universities 
and Law Faculties”

ELFA Resolutions on “Doctoral Studies Quality – Diversity 
International Cooperation”

Subject

   Strasbourg 2014     ELFA Resolution on “Financing of Law Faculties”

    Münster 2013      ELFA Resolution on “The Unity of Research and Teaching”

   Ljubljana 2010     ELFA Resolution on “the Bologna Process”

   ELFA Resolution on “Legal Education and Professional Life: Adapting to 
   Current Challenges”
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  V. EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF LEGAL EDUCATION

At a time characterized by various time-sensitive reforms that pertain to the field of legal education, 
the delay between the submission and the publication of the papers was probably an important 
limitation of the European Journal of Legal Education (EJLE). Therefore, on its efforts to revive the 
EJLE and to transform it into as useful tool as possible for all the members of ELFA; the Board of ELFA 
has decided to publish it online. The Board hopes that by putting it online, the EJLE will thus also 
be better placed to allow for a swift reaction to important events in the field of legal education, and 
to facilitate the communication between the members of ELFA wanting to share their expertise in 
this field.
The online edition of EJLE has two parts. For those interested in the more researched and scholarly 
discussion, there will be a peer-reviewed part where all the articles will be reviewed and published 
only if the peer-review will be positive.
For those wanting to share their thoughts with others without a previous peer-review, however, an-
other part of EJLE will be made available. Here, the papers will be published as originally submitted, 
undergoing but a formal examination by the editors.
The reason for this double nature of EJLE is obvious. It wishes to simultaneously serve two purposes: 
to allow for a more scholarly and research-oriented examination of processes going on in the field 
of legal education on the one hand and to provide for a more practically-oriented exchange of in-
formation on the other.
The following list shows EJLE’s online volumes which can be reached through ELFA’s website: 
(http://elfa-afde.eu/ejle/)

Volume - Number and Date

EJLE Volume 8 Number 1 December 2013

EJLE Volume 7 Number 1 September 2012

EJLE Volume 6 Number 1 December 2011

EJLE Volume 5 Number 2 December 2009

EJLE Volume 5 Number 1 April 2009
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  VI. ELFA AWARD
In 2012, Prof. Dr. Halûk Kabaalioğlu (former vice-president/current president) proposed to create an 
award for the best doctoral thesis on European law. Considering the need for high-quality research 
for legal education, the Board accepted this proposal and it was announced in the General Meeting 
held in Madrid-2012. Regarding the success of the first edition 2012, the Board decided to continue 
the ELFA award.  

European jurists are invited to submit work which has been accepted and approved by a law faculty 
as a doctoral thesis/Ph.D. thesis, on the subject of European law including comparative law aspects. 
The thesis may be written in any of the languages of the ELFA statutes (English, German, French or 
Spanish).

The decision concerning the award of the first three places will be decided by a jury consisting of 
renowned academics selected by the ELFA board. The first prize was worth € 3.000.

The official Award ceremony of ELFA 2013 took place on May 16th 2013 at the Council of Europe in 
Strasbourg.

The awards ceremony drew to a close with a reception at City Hall organized by Mrs. Nawel Rafik- 
Elmrini, Deputy Mayor in charge of European and International relations, highlighting the support 
of the City of Strasbourg for ELFA activities.
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Reception was held at Town Hall in Strasbourg

Finalists were invited to Strasbourg for the official award ceromony to be honored by scholars, 
members of the Council of Europe, politicians and representatives of the legal professions.
 

Alexandre Saydé and 
Fausto Vecchio

Finalists of 2013

Dr. Alexandre Saydé and Prof. Robert Kovar 
Dr. Alexandre Saydé is the recipient of ELFA 

award for outstanding doctoral thesis 

Anne Klebes-Pelissier
Former President of ELFA

Sophie Rohfritsch
Member of the French Assemblée
Nationale Vice-President of the 
Région Alsace

Paul Lemmens
Judge at the European 
Court of Human Rights

Hans-Christian Kruger
Former Deputy Secretary 
General of the 
Council of Europe

Frederique Berrod
Professor in European Law at the 
Université de Strasbourg
Director of the Research Federation 
Europe en Mutation

Robert Kovar
Emeritus Professor at 
the Université de Strasbourg

The jury of ELFA Awards 2013 included:

	  
	  

	  

	  
	  

	  

Professor VLAD CONSTANTINESCO
Université de Strasbourg

Professor RAFAEL ILLESCAS ORTIZ
Universidad Carlos III, Madrid

Professor STEPHEN WEATHERILL
University of Oxford
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The second ELFA Thesis Award was presented at the European Parliament in Brussels by Richard 
Corbett MEP on 1 October 2014 to Dr. Anzhela Yevgenyeva, for her thesis Direct Taxation and the 
Internal Market: Assessing Possibilities for a More Balanced Integration, defended at the University 
of Oxford. She is now a Research Fellow at the Centre for Business Taxation at the Saïd Business 
School at the University of Oxford. Proxime Accessit was Dr. Vesselin (Vesco) Paskalev, for his thesis 
The Power of Reason(s): Argumentative Rationality and EU Regulation, defended at the European 
University Institute, Florence. He is now a Lecturer in Law at the Law School, University of Hull.

A number of senior EU officials were present at the ceremony, as well as the President (Professor 
Halûk Kabaalioğlu) and the First Vice-President of ELFA (Professor Laurence W. Gormley). The laure-
ates gave brief presentations of their research topics and findings.

Commenting on the Award, Professor Gormley observed that there had been a very strong field of 
candidates – as indeed there was the first time when the Prize was awarded in 2013. He thanked the 
jury, Professor Dagmar Schiek, from the University of Leeds, Professor Martin Trybus, from the Uni-
versity of Birmingham, and Professor Manuel Bermejo Castrillo, Universidad Carlos III de Madrid for 
their sterling works in reading a very large number of theses and reaching their decisions. He also 
thanked Richard Corbett MEP for finding time amidst the busy schedule of confirmation hearings 
for nominees for the new European Commission to present the Award.
The jury of ELFA Award 2014 included:

Professor Dagmar Schiek
University of Leeds

Professor Martin Trybus
University of Birmingham

Professor Manuel Bermejo Castrillo
Universidad Carlos III de Madrid 

The ELFA Thesis Award seeks to stimulate and recognize outstanding legal research. It has attracted a very high 
standard of applicants from numerous European countries. Theses may be written in English, French, German 
or Spanish. Applications for the third Award will be invited in due course.
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  VII. AGENDA

Annual General Meeting of 2014 took place in Strasbourg Council of Europe on March 19 - 21, 2014.

Reception at the Town Hall, Strasbourg



Shortly about İstanbul
İstanbul was the capital to three great empires: Eastern Roman Empire, Byzantine and Ottoman 
Empire more than 1000 years. Now, it is the largest city of Turkey, constituting the country’s eco-
nomic, cultural and historical heart. Due to its geographical location, natural beauty and many other 
unique characteristics, Istanbul has been nicknamed with 41 different names as such “the Door to 
Happiness (Der-i Saadet)”,  “New Rome (nova Roma)”, “the City on Seven Hills (Yeditepeli Şehir – which 
is the source of inspiration to  the name of Yeditepe University)” by Ottomans, Europeans and other 
civilizations during the history. In addition to all these it also has an important place for the legal 
researches in connection with being the place where the Corpus Juris Civilis was prepared and pro-
mulgated. 

Please note that Istanbul has been named by “www.tripadvisor.com” as “the best destination to trav-
el in 2014/top destination” ahead of Rome, London, Paris and New York. 

“If the Earth were a single state, Istanbul would be its capital.”
Napoleon Bonaparte
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“Life can’t be all that bad, I’d think 
from time to time. Whatever happens, 
I can always take a long walk along the 
Bosphorus.”
Orhan Pamuk
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Ortaköy

Haydarpaşa

“Istanbul, a universal beauty where poet and archeologist, diplomat and merchant, princess 
and sailor, northerner and westerner screams with same admiration. The whole world thinks 
that this city is the most beautiful place on earth.”
Edmondo De Amicis

Bosphorus Bridge

“If one had but a single glance to give the world, one should gaze on Istanbul.”
Alphonse de Lamartine

Golden Horn
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Shortly about Asian Side
Kadıköy and Üsküdar forms the historical cores of Asian side of the city. Both started as cities independent 
of Istanbul (in fact Kadıköy (Khalkedon) was founded about 30-40 years earlier than Istanbul itself ), and 
only incorporated into the city of Istanbul in late 19th century. Today Kadıköy and Üsküdar are mainly res-
idential and commercial zones, fully integrated with Istanbul and just 15 minutes away from the historical 
peninsula of Istanbul by ferry. 
The Asian side of Istanbul, though often missing from the itinerary of travellers to Istanbul, is nevertheless 
worth visiting for a glimpse into local life in Istanbul. There are numerous historical places in Asian side: 
Maiden Tower, Beylerbeyi Palace, Anatolian Fortress to mention just a few.  There are important shop-
ping streets too. For example, Bagdad Street (14 km long) located nearby Kadıköy constitutes one of 
the best living, recreation and shopping area of Istanbul. According to CNN-GO Bagdad Street has been 
announced as the fourth most famous shopping street in the world ahead of Paris-Champs Elysees, New 
York City-5th Avenue, London-Bond Street. 

The Maiden’s Tower

Kadköy
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Hotels in Asian Side
During the ELFA İstanbul Annual General Meeting 2015 participants have a choice of hotels to select. We 
listed some of the best & closest hotels to Yeditepe University. Prices in the list are the special prices for 
AGM participants and also since hotel prices tend to go up when the actual day approaches early registra-
tion will be beneficial for the participants. We highly encourage the participants to send registration forms 
for ELFA İstanbul AGM 2015 and make their hotel reservations early.

Bağdat Street

Hotel Suadiye
Bağdat Street
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Cevahir Hotel  
Istanbul Asia

Marriott İstanbul Asia 

Dream Hill Hotel
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Hotel Suadiye

Marriott İstanbul Asia 

Dream Hill Hotel

Cevahir Hotel  
Istanbul Asia
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Yeditepe University
Yeditepe University was founded in 1996 by the Istanbul Education and Culture Foundation (ISTEK). It is a founda-

tion university framed by the Higher Education Law and has legal entity, and financial and administrative freedom. 

Yeditepe University is the first foundation university in Turkey which has been accredited by the Institutional Accred-

itation Program of the Association of European Universities (EUA). Its founder is Bedrettin Dalan, former mayor of 

Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality.

 In line with Mustafa Kemal Atatürk’s (founder of Republic of Turkey) principles and with the contribution of a pro-

gressive and select academic and administrative staff, Yeditepe University aims to educate students who are inquis-

itive, innovative, well-equipped with technological skills, well-acquainted with world culture, have a solid identity, 

and are equipped with all the qualifications required by the business world. With its up-to-date academic programs 

and training, Yeditepe University offers an education in line with the expectations of the information age. 

Yeditepe University carries out its academic mission through 12 faculties entailing 60 programs: the Faculties of Law, 

Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmacy, Health Science, Engineering and Architecture, Education, Arts and Sciences, Eco-

nomics and Administrative Sciences, Commerce, Communication, and Fine Arts. Except for the Faculty of Dentistry, 

all undergraduate and graduate programs are located on the 26 August Campus. 

Yeditepe
University
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European Law
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